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Kaia, bear hunting  
       Denver, Christmas Cat  
        Chris, Julie, and Kaia  

Christmas Greetings from the Nelson Family!

Hello again.  I, Denver the Christmas Cat, will again be penning the annual Christmas letter.  This year because the rest of the family is too busy, what with the expansion and all...  This year began like every other year, well, maybe not like EVERY other year.  We ended last year with me loosing my lap space to Julie because she was expecting to have a baby in January or February.  We began the year with Julie becoming an avid mall walker.  Chris got to tag along most of the time for the mall experience, and didn’t get into much trouble until Sears and the tool department.  On 25 January 01 Julie and Chris went to the hospital at Belleville, IL and at 0508 in the morning on 26 January 01, Kaia Christine Nelson was born.  She weighed 7 pounds and was 18.5 inches long.  Thus began the year of lost laps, lost sleep, and lost fur.  


Chris had an eventful year this year.  He started the year by becoming a father to a beautiful baby girl.  He still works in the Primary Care Clinic at Scott Air Force Base in Illinois.  Business has been busy all the time without letup!  In June, Scott AFB had its annual air show.  It was attended by approx 250,000 people, had many types of aircraft (including the B1B Bomber, F117 Stealth Fighter, and others!), and was a lot of fun!  He spent some time fishing, went deer hunting (didn’t get one this year, gonna have to buy beef), and otherwise kept way too busy.  Chris was selected to be promoted to Captain and will pin rank in May 02.  The events of Sept 11 brought home the reality of the military.  Scott AFB went from Force Protection “Normal” to level “Delta” in less then 1 hour.  As he is on a primary mobility position, after work he packed all his bags and baggage and was ready to go if his nation called him to go.  We spent 2weeks at “Delta” and were almost prisoners in our own home, as we live on base and it was an average of 3-5 hours to get through the gate.  We were downgraded to “Charlie” and things improved some.  In November we were lowered to “Bravo” and life has returned almost to normal, although he has kept his bags packed.  


Julie has had a busy year also.  In January she delivered a bouncing baby girl, WITHOUT the use of an epidural or other meds (she must be related to Superman!).  Since then she has worked part time at the Base Library until her job got phased out, was director/coordinator for the church’s Vacation Bible School, volunteered time and energy to the church’s office workings, raised Kaia, and cared for Chris!!  WOW!! She has kept busy.  Sept 11 also affected her to some degree.  With a baby in the car, she was unwilling to wait the 3-5 hours to get on/off the base, so was homebound for the first couple of weeks going stir crazy!  At the same time, she was watching Chris pack his bags and baggage for possible deployment to either the East Coast or overseas (neither ended up happening).  The other big reality to hit her occurred when military police humvees with machine guns or 4 wheelers with rifles would slowly drive through the housing area looking for anything suspicious, stopping people to check ID cards and verify that they had a reason to be out walking around.  It was creepy and Julie was relieved when it no longer occurred as regularly.  She is now getting ready to plan next year’s vacation bible school.


Believe it or not, Kaia has had a big year also.  For the first couple of days she had an elevated Bili Count, and was actually kept at the hospital a day extra.  She is our “Pumpkin” and we have pictures proving she was orange.  The first couple of months she was a typical carpet bump.  She was baptized in our new church (in the old section before the new part opened up).  She didn’t do much but eat, sleep and fill diapers. She began cutting teeth at about 5 months, and now has 8 or 9 of them in.  At 8-9 months, she began walking behind a cart, and now at age 10 months can walk unassisted, still shaky, but walking!  She loves swimming at the pool (takes after both Mom and Dad), feeding herself (don’t try feeding her yourself…), and is happy most of the time.  She also likes stroller rides, car rides, and riding in the backpack.  She also likes dogs and kitties, and was dressed up as the Scarecrow from Wizard of Oz for Halloween.  She loves to imitate other kids, and just loves the opportunity to ham it up with anyone that will watch.  The Christmas tree is up this year, and she isn’t too interested in it…I think that will change by next Christmas…Don’t you??!!  Look for more accomplishments from her in the years to come!!


I, Denver, have had a good year.  I am still an only pet after Snowball’s tragedy last year.  Mom and Dad almost came home with a kitten, but ended up not gaining ownership of it (Cute tiger stripe kitten that was really friendly!).  I have gotten to be outdoors more, and think of myself as an outdoor lion…until there is a really loud noise or I get cold and would rather be indoors…I still only hang out in the immediate area of the house and have not done any overnight prowlings.


Miscellaneous family trivia would include (but not be limited to!):  Bill and Jan (friends from the Air Force in Montana) flew through Scott and stayed with us for a day or 2.  Was fun visiting with them.  Chris and Julie had their 6-year anniversary (better then ever!).  We took a number of trips to Iowa and Wisconsin to visit family and friends.  We’ve had a few social gatherings with members of our Air Force Family.  


If you are ever in the St Louis area (and while we are still stationed here at Scott AFB) and would like to look us up, please feel free!!  We enjoy showing off our home and the area has lots to do.  We enjoy catching up on old times, make new times, and having a good time.  If you are interested in the next annual Air Show, plan for June, although I am not sure of the date yet, I would plan end of June.  Let us know, we can help arrange for accommodations.  Our e-mail address is CTJANelson@cs.com or by phone at (618) 744-0437.  We can also be contacted by mail without much difficulty, although we are not the best at replying to snail mail, we will try.  Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, May you and yours have a great 2002.

Chris, Julie and Kaia Nelson (and me, Denver the Christmas Cat)

