
Frohe Weihnachten und Ein GlÜckliches neues Jahr!  Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

2003 has been a very busy, but an adventurous year. We are still in Germany and have moved again, this time onto the base it’s self, as the other quarters’ lease ran out and were given back to the German Government, so we were given the boot. 

 Our family is busy, but we have found time to enjoy the European countryside. We’ve ventured to Sweden, not to pick out a new Volvo, but to visit Stockholm and the foreign exchange student, Anna Aspenberg, that Chris’ parents hosted. The Aspenberg’s gave us the grand tour of all of the sites, including the City Hall, where the Nobel Science Prize Banquet is held, the Noble castles, in which w were entertained by the Swedish military change of the guard ceremony. It was full of wonderful of formal pomp and circumstance, all on horseback with a drum and horn core.  
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 Labor day weekend found us in Chiemsee, Austria, and Berchess Garden. We went on a whim, not knowing where we would stay, but were fortunate to get the last room of the season.  Chiemsee is a beautiful resort on a beautiful lake, which the American Government opened during WW2 for R&R; Labor Day weekend was the last weekend it will be owned by the US Government, as it was given back to the German Government. We enjoyed the Army Commander, Gen. B.B Bell in the official closing ceremonies that opened with a true Bavarian Oomph Band.  We were the lucky table that was chosen to go for a night boat ride with the General and his staff to watch fire works. Lots of fun. The next day we became the Von Trapp Family, or at least we felt like a small version. We spent the day touring all the Sound of Music sights in Salzburg,Austria, walked down the aisle of the church that Maria was married in and walked through the cemetery of the hiding place in the Abby. Fabulous! We ventured up the mountain to the Hitler’s mountain retreat, the Eagle’s Nest and slid down the salt mines slides, we even dressed the part as miners. We had so much fun and memories for life. 

We were blessed with a trip to the US in Oct, and had the fun opportunity to meet two out of the three new family members. Chris’s sister had baby boy, John, Friends had baby boy, Brant and week later, after we had returned to Germany, Julie’s sister had baby boy, Caleb. Notice any kind of trend here; Kaia is the only girl in the family.

Kaia is an active little girl, who can’t wait to have her 3rd birthday cake. She loves to sing and dance to the Wiggles, build with Bob the Builder and dress up like a little princess, Snow White being her favorite. She is into bowling and often beats her mother, needs some work to beat dad tho! She just advanced into regular gymnastics and mom has to sit out in the lobby.  Her favorite part of gymnastics is the trampoline, but loves to walk the balance beam, tumble all over.  She’s looking forward to starting pre-school in January, and has her backpack and lunch box already packed. She is such a delight and is a true blessing to watch grow up.
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Chris is very busy with his job as an ASF nurse (aero medical staging flight) he receives and delivers all patients that come off all aircraft and put them to the appropriate hospital wing and then ensures that patients continue on to their end destination.  As you can imagine, he has been very busy.  He has had his two minutes of fame, multiple times, due to the media loves him; unfortunately they didn’t have the budget to pay him.  For R&R he has had time to squeak in some fishing, but as they say “ a bad day fishing is better than a great day at work”.  

Julie as always is busy with volunteering. This year she went from being a vacation bible schoolteacher, to being the director, due to a sudden illness of the director. Had lots of fun seeing a different way that VBS was done in Germany, in tents.  She has opened a small sewing business and that keeps her busy mending and embroidering all sorts of things including custom baby burp clothes. She went to a basket weaving class and was successful in producing her first and probably last basket. It has withstood the test of carrying things and now sits on her counter as a towel holder. She has a new appreciation for that vocation.  She is still an active member of the local quilt guild and has made two baby quilts, and is working on two quilts for Chris and Kaia.
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Our year has been blessed with memories and we’re looking forward to see what God has in store for us in 2004.  We know that God will bless your family in the New Year.

Merry Christmas

Chris, Julie, and Kaia Nelson
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